
Past to Present and the Vision Beyond
	 Hello	 friends	of	 the	Ber-vaughn	pool.	 Its	been	almost	 three	years	since	the	start	of	 the	project	and	
we’ve	come	so	far.	This	has	been	a	long	awaited	dream	for	us	and	the	people	of	the	Berwick	area.	I’m	excited	
to	say	the	finish	line	is	in	sight.	I’d	like	to	take	this	opportunity	to	give	you	an	update	on	your	pool	project.

	 The	project	began	with	a	vision	by	the	Berwick	Area	United	
Way.	With	the	help	and	support	of	the	United	Way	and	their	
non	profit	umbrella,	a	small	group	of	dedicated	volunteers	
was	 created.	Through	 countless	 hours	 of	 weekly	 meetings	
we	formed	the	Berwick	Area	Swimming	Pool	Association	Inc.
	 This	past	spring	we	were	able	to	put	our	plan	into	action.	
The	 Association	 became	 a	 non	 profit	 which	 opened	 the	
door	for	many	possibilities.	Numerous	local	businesses	have	
been	 supportive	 financially	 with	 donations	 and	 materials.	
With	fundraisers	and	such	overwhelming	support	from	the	
community	we	were	able	to	secure	a	construction	loan	from	

First	Keystone	Community	Bank	and	we	were	underway.
	 We	 didn’t	 want	 to	 simply	 just	 refurbish	 it,	 we	 wanted	 to	 make	 it	 a	 wonderful	 and	 attractive	 water	
park.	We	asked	Aquatics	Facility	Design	to	create	an	attractive	complex	 that	would	not	 just	be	a	standing	
water	pool,	but	with	attractions	for	all	ages.	Handicapped	accessible	so	all	can	enjoy	the	summer	fun.	Work	
started	on	the	main	pool	this	past	summer	as	we	continued	to	get	support	from	community	volunteers	and	
organizations	to	completely	refurbish	the	bathhouse.	The	main	swimming	pool	project	it	expected	to	open	in	
May	2016	as	phase	one.
	 The	Association	is	continuing	to	explore	new	ways	to	make	the	complex	an	attractive	part	of	the
community.	Phase	two	is	expected	to	begin	in	the	summer	of	2016	to	
build	a	splash	pad.	Other	exciting
things	coming	in	the	future	are	a	dog	park	for	our	furry	friends.	There	
is	a	group	of	volunteers	that	are	putting	together	a	design	and	a	plan	
to	 implement	 this	 as	 part	 of	 the	 complex.	We	 are	 also	 exploring	 the	
possibility	of	 a	 skate	 park.	This	 takes	a	back	seat	 to	 the	main	priority	
which	 is	 the	pool	 itself.	With	your	continuing	support	we	are	 looking	
toward	a	future	of	great	possibilities.
	 I	would	like	to	thank	all	of	the	volunteers,	businesses	and	donors.	
Without	you	and	a	community	working	together	we	would	still	be	at	square	one.
	Let	us	all	look	to	the	summer	of	2016	with	excitement	as	we	get	a	brand	new	resort	style	pool.

Joshua J Kishbaugh
President,	Berwick	Area	Swimming	Pool	Association,	Inc.

Berwick Area Swimming Pool Association Board Members
	 Bea	Long	 Cathy	D’Ambrosio	 Charles	Stalega
	 George	Remensnyder	 Ginny	Crake	 James	Meighan
	 Jim	Long	 Joshua	Kishbaugh	 Matthew	Getty	 	 	
	 Laura	Knorr	 Wayne	Strausser

Berwick Area
Swimming Pool Association

End of Year Newsletter 2015

Lounge chair shelf

Zero entry and Kids area



As	a	child	I	was	lucky	to	live	only	a	cornfield	away	from	the	Ber-Vaughn	
Pool	and	I	spent	many	a	day’s	swimming	there.	I	also	remember	that	
back	 in	 the	 70’s,	 not	 many	 families	 had	 pools	 in	 their	 backyards.	
Fast-forward	 to	 2010	 when	 my	 wife	 and	 I	 went	 there	 to	 cool	 off	
on	 a	 hot	 summer	 day	 and	 there	 was	 hardly	 anybody	 swimming.	
The	 community	 swimming	 pool	 had	 evolved,	 but	 the	 Ber-Vaughn	
Pool	had	not.	Most	families	with	children	either	had	a	pool	 in	their	
backyard	or	had	a	friend	or	relative	with	one,	so	they	were	looking	
for	more	than	a	swimming	hole.	Also	the	pool	was	showing	it’s	age,	
in	2012	it	was	40	years	old	and	pool	systems	have	changed	a	lot	since	

it	was	constructed	and	major	upgrades	were	needed.	As	the	Treasurer	of	the	Berwick	Area	Swimming	Pool	
Association,	I	have	seen	the	donations	the	residents	and	Companies	from	the	area	have	given.	And	they	all	
impress	me	with	their	generosity	and	give	me	the	motivation	and	knowledge	that	what	we	are	doing	will	be	
appreciated	for	years	to	come.	Like	the	99	year	old	lady	who	wished	that	she	could’ve	given	more,	but	she	
“had	outlived	her	savings”	or	the	young	child	who	showed	up	at	the	Nescopeck	branch	of	First	Keystone	bank	
asking	to	donate	$2.73	to	the	pool.	To	all	who	have	given	what	they	can,	whether	time	or	money.	I	say	Thank	
You	and	I	know	you	will	be	impressed	with	YOUR	New	Pool	Complex	for	many	years	to	come.

Sincerely
Chip	Stalega
BASPA	Treasurer	2014-2015

Splash Pad is Phase II.  
We	 have	 applied	 for	 a	 DCNR	 grant	 that	 would	 cover	 a	
considerable	amount	of	a	super	 fun,	splash	pad.	 	The	timing	
for	 this	 grant	 takes	 the	 splash	 pad	 out	 of	 the	 equation	 for	 a	
2015	opening.		We	are	deeming	this	“Phase	II”	and	are	highly	
optimistic	of	this	outcome.		



Small Fundraising
	 Our	first	fundraiser	was	in	May	2013	when	the	students	collected	947,670	pennies	and	change	and	the	
community	realized	the	pool	was	deeply	needed.	At	this	time,	a	group	met	at	the	Berwick	Elks	and	formed	
what	is	known	today	as	the	Pool	Association.

	 Carnivals	 have	 been	 held	 at	 the	 Ber	Vaughn	 Park	 near	 the	 pool	 with	 a	
percentage	that	is	taken	in	by	the	vendors	being	donated	to	the	pool.	
	 The	Duck	Derby	has	been	done	for	 three	 (3)	years	at	 the	Riverfest	and	
this	generally	brings	in	$1,000	or	more.	Jim	Shotwell	has	run	a	week-end	of	boat	
racing	in	June	(Regatta)	that	has	brought	in	money.	
	 We	 are	 currently	 running	 an	 extremely	 successful	 fundraiser	 known	
as	“What’s	 In	Your	 Closet”	 whereby	 we	 receive	 .20¢	 per	 pound	 on	 everything	

dropped	off	except	electronics,	book,	glassware,	and	knick	knacks.	The	Berwick	Senior	Center,	Raven	Creek	
Community	Center	and	Bella’s	Consignment	have	contributed	extensively	to	this	fundraiser.	To	date,	we	have	
collected	4,114	bags/boxes,	63,229	pounds	giving	us	a	total	of	$12,685.80.	Bags	and	boxes	can	be	dropped	off	
in	the	area	at	the	end	of	the	parking	lot	at	the	pool	in	front	of	the	white	garage.	
	 Events	that	we	are	planning	in	2016	will	be	a	Flapjack	Breakfast	at	Applebees.	We	brought	in	$643.50	at	
our	last	event	of	this	kind.	A	pasta	dinner	will	be	held	in	March	at	the	Maria	Assunta	whereby	we	will	be	having	
a	Chinese	Auction.	We	are	selling	Bricks,	you	can	purchase	a	brick	for	$40	to	memorialize	or	honor	a	loved	one.	
We	will	end	this	phase	of	fundraising	with	another	penny	collection	thru	the	schools	in	May	and	this	event	will	
take	us	up	to	the	opening	of	the	POOL!
	 Small	fundraising	will	continue	for	some	time	so	if	anyone	has	any	ideas,	please	contact	us.	

Thank you to all the Contractors that care about the Ber-Vaughn Pool. 
CER	Construction	Corp	 Carl	E.	Rinehimer	Excavating
Overhead	Head	Door	Company	 Joe	Kliss
Jerry	A.	Conner	Construction	 MPS	–	Masonry	Preservation	Services
Berwick	Area	Joint	Sewer	Authority	 Mike	Knorr	Hauling
Campbell	Printing	Co.	 Knorr	Excavating
Kishbaugh	Towing	 Wash	On	Wheels	(W.O.W)
Q&A	Pest	Control	 Peters	Consultants,	Inc.
Howard	Organization,	Inc.	 Tri-County	Ace	Hardware
Martz	Technologies	 J.B.	Contracting
Forrester	Environmental	Incorporated	 Mark	Conner	Electric
Don	E.	Bower	Inc.	 Coles	Hardware

Re-gifting donation!
Did	you	receive	a	gift	that	you	are	never	going	to	use?		Not	your	taste?	Or	you	have	6	of?		Consider	donating	your	
unwanted	Christmas	gift	to	the	Ber-Vaughn	pool	where	we	will	create	raffle	baskets	for	our	next	fundraiser.		
We	will	put	them	to	good	use	by	making	money	for	the	pool.		Items	can	be	dropped	off	at	the	Berwick	Area	
United	Way	or	Campbell	Printing	Co.	anytime.		We	promise	not	to	tell	anyone!	

If you would like to make a tax deductible contribution
for the pool please use the enclosed envelope.

Make checks to Berwick Area Swimming Pool Association.

Want to join us as a volunteer?  Interested to learn more?
Contact us!

Berwick	Area	Swimming	Pool	Association
6084	Park	Road	•	Berwick,	PA	18603

Call	Ginny	at	the	United	Way	office	for	more	information	at	570-759-8203
Or	email	the	Berwick	Area	Swimming	Pool	Association	at	--	bervaughnpool@gmail.com



Berwick Area Swimming Pool Association
6084 Park Road
Berwick, PA 18603

Supported Annually by: Briar Creek Borough, Berwick Borough & Salem Township
NON-PROFIT ORG

US POSTAGE

PAID
PERMIT NO. 101

Berwick, PA 18603


